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Schmidt became CEO of Google in 2001, when the search engine had a few hundred employees and was
barely making money. He stepped away from Alphabet in 2017 after building a sprawling, highly
profitable company with a stacked portfolio of projects, including cutting-edge artificial intelligence, self-
driving cars, and quantum computers.

Schmidt now sees another opportunity for technological reinvention to lead to domination, this time for
the US government in competition with other world powers. He may be uniquely well positioned to
understand what the Pentagon needs to reach its technological goals and to help the agency obtain it.
But his ties to industry raise questions about how the US should aim to align the government and the
private sector. And while US military power has long depended on advances in technology, some fear that
military AI can create new risks.
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