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In the tech policy space, people with disabilities face many problems. Artificial intelligence (AI) biases
have created disparate outcomes in automated hiring, while surveillance technology such as automated
test proctoring software fails to accommodate students with disabilities. Emerging technologies such as
augmented reality, virtual reality (AR/ VR), and automated vehicles either do not work for people with
disabilities or actively put them in danger.

On TechTank, guest host Samantha Lai, research analyst at the Brookings Institution, is joined by Lydia
X.Z. Brown, Policy Counsel for Disability Rights and Algorithmic Fairness for the Privacy and Data Project
at the Center for Democracy and Technology, and Director of Policy Advocacy, and External Affairs for
the Autistic Women and Nonbinary Network; Alex Engler, a Governance Studies fellow at Brookings and
adjunct professor and affiliated scholar at Georgetown’s McCourt School of Public Policy; and Henry
Claypool, Technology Policy Consultant for the American Association for People with Disabilities and
National Policy Expert at the Brandeis University Heller School for Social Policy and Management’s
Community Living Policy Center. Together, they will discuss how people with disabilities are affected by
existing technology, while looking into necessary legislation and protection to rectify these wrongs.
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