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Russia is also trying to control mobile connections. In recent weeks, a mysterious new mobile company
has popped up in Kherson. Images show blank SIM cards—totally white with no branding—being sold.
Little is known about the SIM cards; however, the mobile network appears to use the Russian +7 prefix
at the start of a number. Videos reportedly show crowds of citizens gathering to collect the SIM cards.
“The Russian forces realize they’re at a disadvantage if they keep using Ukrainian mobile networks,” says
Cathal Mc Daid, the chief technology officer at mobile security company Enea AdaptiveMobile Security.
The company has seen two separatist mobile operators in Donetsk and Luhansk expanding the territory
they are covering to newly occupied areas.

Who controls the internet matters. While most countries place only limited restrictions on the websites
people can view, a handful of authoritarian nations—including China, North Korea, and Russia, severely
limit what people can access.
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