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“Since 2010, of the 14 individuals that MPD officers have killed, 13 of those individuals were people of
color or Indigenous individuals,” the report states. “People of color and Indigenous individuals comprise
approximately 42% of the Minneapolis population but comprise 93% of all MPD officer-involved deaths
between January 1, 2010, to February 2, 2022.”

A clear racial disparity can be seen in the widespread use of chemical and other “less-lethal” weapons as
well. MPD officers deploy pepper spray against Black people at a higher rate than they do against white
people. From the report: “Officers recorded using chemical irritants in 25.1% of use of force incidents
involving Black individuals. In contrast, MPD officers recorded using chemical irritants in 18.2% of use of
force incidents involving white individuals in similar circumstances.” Overall, according to the report,
“between January 1, 2010, to December 31, 2020, 63% of all use of force incidents that MPD officers
recorded were against Black individuals.”

Traffic stops were unfortunately no different. “Although Black individuals comprise approximately 19% of
the Minneapolis population, MPD’s data shows that from January 1, 2017, to May 24, 2020, 78%—or over
6,500—of all searches conducted by MPD officers were searches of Black individuals or their vehicles
during officer-initiated traffic stops.” Black people in Minneapolis are at six times greater risk of being
treated with force during traffic stops than their white neighbors, according to the report.

The Minneapolis Police Department has not replied to our request for comment.
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